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1 INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1 Background 

 
Image Resources NL (Image Resources) was granted conditional environmental approval 

under Part IV of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) by the Minister for 

Environment for Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine on 22 August 2014 (Ministerial 

Statement 981 (MS 981) - Appendix A).  The approval is for conventional open cut dry 

mining of mineral sands and the processing of mined material through primary and 

secondary concentration plants and dry minerals separation.  It also includes the 

construction and operation of associated infrastructure and a modification to the 

intersection of Brand Highway with Wannamal Road West.  The Boonanarring Mineral 

Sands Mine (the Project) is located approximately 12 to 24 kilometres northwest of the 

Gingin township in Western Australia. 

 

This Compliance Assessment Plan (CAP) has been prepared to satisfy Condition 4-1 of 

MS 981 for the Project, which states: 

 

“The proponent shall prepare and maintain a Compliance Assessment Plan to the 

satisfaction of the CEO.” 

 

1.2 Purpose 

 
The content, structure and level of detail of this CAP meet the requirements of Condition 

4-2 of MS 981 which states: 

 

The proponent shall submit to the CEO the Compliance Assessment Plan required by 

condition 4-1 at least six (6) months prior to the first Compliance Assessment Report 

required by condition 4-6, or prior to implementation, whichever is sooner. The 

Compliance Assessment Plan shall indicate:  

 

(1) the frequency of compliance reporting;  

(2) the approach and timing of compliance assessments;  

(3) the retention of compliance assessments;  

(4) the method of reporting of potential non-compliances and corrective actions 

taken;  

(5) the table of contents of Compliance Assessment Reports; and  

(6) public availability of Compliance Assessment Reports  

 

This CAP has been prepared in accordance with the Office of the Environmental 

Protection Authority’s (OEPA’s) Post Assessment Guideline for Preparing a Compliance 

Assessment Plan (OEPA 2012a).  
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2 APPROACH, TIMING AND FREQUENCY OF COMPLIANCE ASSESSMENTS 

 
In accordance with the OEPA’s Post Assessment Guideline for Preparing a Compliance 

Assessment Plan (OEPA 2012a) the following section outlines the approach, timing and 

frequency of compliance assessments.  It provides information on how compliance will be 

assessed (for example, what information will be collected and what methods will be used 

to determine that the criteria have been met) and when compliance assessments will be 

undertaken (for example, how often or in a particular season).   

 

The frequency and timing of when information will be assessed has been considered for 

each condition of MS 981.  An annual audit of compliance will be undertaken by Image 

using standard audit techniques applied to the Audit Table (Appendix B).  Table 1 below 

identifies the assessment approach, frequency and timing of assessing the compliance 

status of each condition.  Compliance will be assessed as per the Audit Table.   
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Table 1 - Compliance Assessment Approach, Timing and Frequency 
Audit 
Code 

Ministerial Condition How Compliance will be Assessed Timing Frequency 

1 Proposal Implementation 

MS981:1-1 1-1: When implementing the proposal, the proponent shall not exceed the authorised extent of the proposal as defined in 

Table 2 in Schedule 1, unless amendments to the proposal and the authorised extent of the proposal has been approved 
under the EP Act.  

Audit against the authorised extent of the 
proposal. 

First CAR submitted before 22 November 2015 
and then annually from the date of submission of 
the first CAR each year after (as per Condition 4-
6). 

Annually. 

2 Contact Details  

MS981:2-1 2-1: The proponent shall notify the CEO of any change of its name, physical address or postal address for the serving of 

notices or other correspondence within twenty eight (28) days of such change. Where the proponent is a corporation or an 
association of persons, whether incorporated or not, the postal address is that of the principal place of business or of the 
principal office in the State. 

Letter of notification to CEO. Within 28 days of such change. As required. 

3 Time Limit for Proposal Implementation  

MS981:3-1 3-1: The proponent shall not commence implementation of the proposal after the expiration of five (5) years from the date of 

this Statement, and any commencement, within this five (5) year period, must be substantial.  
Letter of notification to CEO to provide evidence 
of commencement.  

Before 22 August 2019. Once only. 

MS981:3-2 3-2: Any commencement of implementation of the proposal, within five (5) years from the date of this Statement, must be 

demonstrated as substantial by providing the CEO with written evidence, on or before the expiration of five (5) years from 
the date of this Statement.  

Letter of notification to CEO to provide evidence 
of commencement.  

Before 22 August 2019. Once only. 

4 Compliance Reporting  

MS981:4-1 4-1: The proponent shall prepare and maintain a Compliance Assessment Plan to the satisfaction of the CEO.  CAP and Audit Table (this document) submitted 
and approved by the OEPA.  

CAP submitted before 22 May 2015 (as per 
Condition 4-2). 

As required. 

MS981:4-2 4-2: The proponent shall submit to the CEO the Compliance Assessment Plan required by condition 4-1 at least six (6) 

months prior to the first Compliance Assessment Report required by condition 4-6, or prior to implementation, whichever is 
sooner. The Compliance Assessment Plan shall indicate:  

(1) the frequency of compliance reporting;  
(2) the approach and timing of compliance assessments;  
(3) the retention of compliance assessments;  
(4) the method of reporting of potential non-compliances and corrective actions taken;  
(5) the table of contents of Compliance Assessment Reports; and  
(6) public availability of Compliance Assessment Reports.  

CAP and Audit Table (this document) submitted 
and approved by the OEPA.  

CAP submitted before 22 May 2015 (as per 
Condition 4-2). 

Once only. 

MS981:4-3 4-3: The proponent shall assess compliance with conditions in accordance with the Compliance Assessment Plan required 

by condition 4-1.  
Completion of a CAR. First CAR submitted before 22 November 2015 

and then annually from the date of submission of 
the first CAR each year after (as per Condition 4-
6). 

Annually from the date of 
submission of the first 
CAR (as per Condition 4-
6). 

MS981:4-4 4-4: The proponent shall retain reports of all compliance assessments described in the Compliance Assessment Plan 

required by condition 4-1 and shall make those reports available when requested by the CEO.  
All CARs made publically available (as per 
Condition 4-6 (4)).  

Life of Proposal commencing 22 August 2014 (as 
per Condition 4-6). 

CARs to be developed 
annually. 

MS981:4-5 4-5: The proponent shall advise the CEO of any potential non-compliance within seven (7) days of that non-compliance 

being known.  
Incident reports demonstrate that the CEO was 
advised of any potential non-compliance.   

Letter of notification to the CEO.  

Within seven (7) days of potential non-
compliance being known. 

After any potential non-
compliance being known. 

MS981:4-6 4-6: The proponent shall submit to the CEO the first Compliance Assessment Report fifteen (15) months from the date of 

issue of this Statement addressing the twelve (12) month period from the date of issue of this Statement and then annually 
from the date of submission of the first Compliance Assessment Report, or as agreed by the CEO.  

The Compliance Assessment Report shall:  

(1) be endorsed by the proponent’s CEO or a person delegated to sign on the CEO’s behalf;  
(2) include a statement as to whether the proponent has complied with the conditions;  
(3) identify all potential non-compliances and describe corrective and preventative actions taken;  
(4) be made publicly available in accordance with the approved Compliance Assessment Plan; and  
(5) indicate any proposed changes to the Compliance Assessment Plan required by condition 4-1.  

 

Endorsed CAR prepared as per Condition 4-6 
and copy sent to the CEO.  

The first CAR submitted before 22 November 
2015 and annually thereafter as agreed by the 
CEO. 

Annually from the date of 
submission of the first 
CAR (as per Condition 4-
6). 

5 Public Availability of Data  

MS981:5-1 5-1: Subject to condition 5-2, within a reasonable time period approved by the CEO of the issue of this Statement and for the 

remainder of the life of the proposal the proponent shall make publicly available, in a manner approved by the CEO, all 
Validated environmental data made publically 
available in accordance with OEPA Post 

Following the acquisition of required 
environmental data, validated environmental data 

As required. 
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Audit 
Code 

Ministerial Condition How Compliance will be Assessed Timing Frequency 

validated environmental data (including sampling design, sampling methodologies, empirical data and derived information 
products (e.g. maps)) relevant to the assessment of this proposal and implementation of this Statement.  

Assessment Guideline for Making Information 
Publically Available 

 

made publically available within a reasonable 
time period approved by the CEO.  

Environmental data to be publically available for 
the life of the Proposal. 

MS981:5-2 5-2: If any data referred to in condition 5-1 contains particulars of:  

(1) a secret formula or process; or  
(2) confidential commercially sensitive information;  

the proponent may submit a request for approval from the CEO to not make this data publicly available. In making such a 
request the proponent shall provide the CEO with an explanation and reasons why the data should not be made publicly 
available. 

A letter of explanation to the CEO should 
commercial confidentiality be required. 

Within a reasonable time period approved by the 
CEO. 

As required. 

6 Flora and Vegetation in Nature Reserves  

MS981:6-1 6-1: The proponent shall ensure that groundwater dewatering and abstraction associated with the activities does not cause 

any loss or degradation of defined environmental values within Bartlett’s Well and Boonanarring Nature Reserves and that 
no mining or excavation is undertaken within 50 metres from the development envelope boundary that is located adjacent to 
the Nature Reserves as shown in Figure 2 and delineated by the coordinates specified in Table 4 of Schedule 3. 

CAR to include audit of compliance with the 
Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan. 

Upon commencement of groundwater dewatering 
and abstraction or mining. 

Annual. 

MS981:6-2 6-2: The proponent shall prepare a Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan to the 

requirements of the CEO on the advice from the Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW), as part of the proposal’s Water 
Resource Operating Strategy to be approved by the DoW. The Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan shall:  

(1) identify the environmental values to be protected;  
(2) when implemented, substantiate whether condition 6-1 is being met;  
(3) identify the location of monitoring and control sites;  
(4) detail the design of a survey to acquire baseline data from the monitoring and control sites;  
(5) detail the proposed monitoring methodology;  
(6) detail the proposed frequency and timing of monitoring;  
(7) identify criteria to trigger implementation of management responses and contingency measures to prevent loss 

or degradation of the defined environmental values within the Bartlett’s Well and Boonanarring Nature 
Reserves; and  

(8) identify further management responses and contingency measures to be implemented in the event that the 
criteria identified required by condition 6-2(7) have been reached.  

Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan submitted and 
approved by the CEO.  

Prior to the commencement of groundwater 
dewatering and/or abstraction associated with the 
proposal (as per Condition 6-3). 

Once only or as required 
(see conditions 6-6 and 6-
7). 

MS981:6-3 6-3: Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction associated with the proposal, the proponent 

shall commence monitoring in accordance with the Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and Response 
Plan required by condition 6-2 and continue implementation until otherwise agreed by the CEO. 

Audit against the Nature Reserve Vegetation 
and Groundwater Monitoring and Response 
Plan (as per Condition 6-2) to verify pre-
commencement monitoring data and continued 
implementation as required. 

CAR to include audit of compliance with the 
Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan.  

Prior to the commencement of groundwater 
dewatering and/or abstraction associated with the 
proposal (as per Condition 6-3). 

Annual. 

MS981:6-4 6-4: Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction associated with the proposal, the proponent 

shall provide the baseline data results required by condition 6-2(4) and 6-3 to the CEO. 
Prepare and submit to the CEO, the baseline 
data results required by condition 6-2(4) and 6-
3. 

CAR to include audit of compliance with the 
Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan. 

Prior to the commencement of groundwater 
dewatering and/or abstraction associated with the 
proposal (as per Condition 6-4).  

Once only. 

MS981:6-5 6-5: In the event that monitoring required by condition 6-3 indicates criteria required by condition 6-2(7) have been reached 

the proponent shall:  

(1) immediately implement management and/or contingency measures identified by condition 6-2(8) and continue 
implementation until the criteria are being met, or until otherwise agreed by the CEO;  

(2) investigate to determine the likely cause of the criteria being reached; and  
(3) submit details of management and/or contingency measures implemented as required by condition 6-5(1) and 

the findings of the investigation required by condition 6-5(2) to the CEO and DPaW within 21 days of 
identification that the criteria have been reached.  

Letter of notification to the CEO and DPaW 
detailing the management and/or contingency 
measures implemented as required by condition 
6-5(1) and the findings of the investigation 
required by condition 6-5(2). 

Records of implementation of management 
and/or contingency measures. 

Within 21 days of identification that the criteria 
required by condition 6-2(7) have been reached. 

As required. 

Annual audit. 

MS981:6-6 6-6: The proponent may review and revise the Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan 

to the requirements of the CEO on the advice of the DPaW. 
Letter of notification to the CEO stating that the 
Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan has been 
reviewed / revised. 

At any time after receipt of written 
correspondence from the CEO advising that the 
Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan satisfies 
requirements of Condition 6-2. 

As required (as per 
Condition 6-6). 
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Code 

Ministerial Condition How Compliance will be Assessed Timing Frequency 

MS981:6-7 6-7: The proponent shall review and revise the Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan 

as and when directed by the CEO. 
Correspondence from the CEO stating that it 
has been demonstrated that the Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan has been reviewed and revised 
as per the CEO’s directions. 

On receipt of written correspondence from the 
CEO directing that the Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan requires review and revision. 

As required (as per 
Condition 6-7). 

MS981:6-8 6-8: The proponent shall implement the latest approved revision of the Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater 

Monitoring and Response Plan. 
Audit. On receipt of written correspondence from CEO 

advising that the revision of the Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan satisfies requirements of 
Condition 6-2. 

Annual. 

7 Groundwater Quantity and Quality  

MS981:7-1 7-1: The proponent shall ensure that groundwater dewatering and abstraction associated with the proposal does not cause 

any loss of environmental values to the Collard wetland as shown in Figure 3, and does not result in drawdown of the 
groundwater level relative to the seasonal baseline by more than 0.5 metres at the monitoring site as shown in Figure 3 and 
delineated by the coordinates specified in Table 5 of Schedule 3. 

Audit against the Groundwater Monitoring Plan 
(as per Condition 7-2). 

CAR to include audit of compliance with the 
Groundwater Monitoring Plan. 

Upon commencement of groundwater 
dewatering. 

Annual. 

MS981:7-2 7-2: The proponent shall prepare a Groundwater Monitoring Plan to the requirements of the CEO, for inclusion in the Water 

Resource Operating Strategy to be approved by the DoW. The Groundwater Monitoring Plan shall:  

(1) when implemented, substantiate whether condition 7-1 is being met;  
(2) detail the design of a survey to acquire baseline groundwater levels at the monitoring site as shown in Figure 3 

and delineated by the coordinates specified in Table 5 of Schedule 3;  
(3) detail the proposed monitoring methodology at locations the monitoring site as shown in Figure 3 and 

delineated by the coordinates specified in Table 5 of Schedule 3;  
(4) detail the proposed frequency and timing of monitoring at the monitoring site as shown in Figure 3 and 

delineated by the coordinates specified in Table 5 of Schedule 3;  
(5) identify criteria to trigger implementation of management and/or contingency measures to prevent the lowering 

of the baseline groundwater level, required by condition 7-2(2), by more than 0.5 metres; and  
(6) identify and test management and/or contingency measures to be implemented in the event that criteria 

identified required by condition 7-2(5) have been reached.  

Groundwater Monitoring Plan submitted and 
approved by the CEO. 

Prior to the commencement of groundwater 
dewatering and/or abstraction (as per Condition 
7-3).  

Once only or as required 
(see conditions 7-6 and 7-
7). 

MS981:7-3 7-3: Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction the proponent shall commence monitoring in 

accordance with the Groundwater Monitoring Plan required by condition 7-2 and continue implementation until otherwise 
agreed by the CEO. 

CAR to include audit of compliance with the 
Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan.  

Prior to the commencement of groundwater 
dewatering and/or abstraction associated with the 
proposal (as per Condition 7-3). 

Annual. 

MS981:7-4 7-4: Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction associated with the proposal, the proponent 

shall provide the baseline data results required by condition 7-2(2) and 7-3 to the CEO. 
Report to the CEO, the baseline data results 
required by condition 7-2(2) and 7-3. 

CAR to include audit of compliance with the 
Groundwater Monitoring Plan.  

Prior to the commencement of groundwater 
dewatering and/or abstraction (as per Condition 
7-4).  

Once only. 

MS981:7-5 7-5: In the event that monitoring required by condition 7-3 indicates criteria required by condition 7-2(5) have been reached 

the proponent shall:  

(1) immediately implement management and/or contingency measures identified by condition 7-2(5) and continue 
implementation until the criteria are being met, or until otherwise agreed by the CEO;  

(2) investigate to determine the likely cause of the criteria being reached; and  
(3) submit details of management and/or contingency measures implemented as required by condition 7-5(1) and 

the findings of the investigation required by condition7-5(2) to the CEO within 21 days of identification that the 
criteria have been reached/exceeded.  

Letter of notification to the CEO detailing the 
management and/or contingency measures 
implemented as required by condition 7-5(1) 
and the findings of the investigation required by 
condition 7-5(2). 

Records of implementation of management 
and/or contingency measures. 

Within 21 days of identification that the criteria 
required by condition 7-2(5) have been 
reached/exceeded. 

As required. 

Annual audit. 

MS981:7-6 7-6: The proponent may review and revise the Groundwater Monitoring Plan to the requirements of the CEO. 

  

Letter of notification to the CEO stating that the 
Groundwater Monitoring Plan has been 
reviewed / revised. 

On receipt of written correspondence from the 
CEO advising that the Groundwater Monitoring 
Plan satisfies requirements of Condition 7-2. 

As required. 

MS981:7-7 7-7: The proponent shall review and revise the Groundwater Monitoring Plan as and when directed by the CEO. Correspondence from the CEO stating that it 
has been demonstrated that the Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan has been reviewed and revised 
as per the CEO’s directions. 

On receipt of written correspondence from the 
CEO advising directing that the Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan satisfies requirements of 
Condition 6-2requires review and revision. 

As required. 

MS981:7-8 7-8: The proponent shall implement the latest approved revision of the Groundwater Monitoring Plan. Audit. On receipt of written correspondence from CEO 
advising that the revision of the Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan is required. 

Annual. 
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2.1 Retention of Compliance Assessments 

 
In accordance with Condition 4-4 of MS 981, all CARs shall be retained for the life of the 

Project.  Image will also retain all CARs for a minimum of seven years following the end of 

the life of the Project.  All CARs will be made publically available on Image’s website and 

therefore will be available to the CEO of the OEPA.  Each CAR will also be stored 

electronically within the Image document control system.  

 

The life of the Project will be considered to be terminated once dewatering operations have 

been completed, dewatering infrastructure removed or responsibility for any extraction 

licence transferred to a third party and the land rehabilitated.  

 

2.2 Reporting Non-compliances and Corrective Measures 

 
In accordance with the OEPA’s Post Assessment Guideline for Preparing a Compliance 

Assessment Plan (OEPA 2012a), each non-compliance or potential non-compliance 

identified in that reporting period will include the information required in section 3 of Post 

Assessment Form 2 for Statement of Compliance.  Image will therefore record and report 

upon the following: 

 

 The date(s) any non-compliance or potential non-compliance occurred, where 

applicable;  

 When and how any non-compliance or potential non-compliance will be reported to 

the CEO;  

 Recording of reports of any non-compliance or potential non-compliance to the 

CEO; 

 Recording of the details of any non-compliance or potential non-compliance;  

 Assessment and recording of the extent of and impacts associated with any non-

compliance or potential non-compliance, where applicable;  

 Recording of the precise location of any non-compliance or potential non-

compliance, where applicable;  

 Determination and recording of the cause(s) of any non-compliance or potential 

non-compliance;  

 Recording of remedial and/or corrective action(s), if any, taken or proposed to be 

taken in response to any non-compliance or potential non-compliance; and  

 Recording of what measures, if any, were in place to prevent the non-compliance or 

potential non-compliance before it occurred and what, if any, amendments have 

been made to those measures to prevent re-occurrence.  

 

The CEO of the OEPA will be advised within seven (7) working days of a potential non-

compliance being known in accordance with Condition 4-5 of MS 981.  Advice will be 

provided in writing. 

 

The CAR will report all non-compliances and related corrective and preventative actions.  

 

2.3 Public Availability of Reports 

In accordance with Post Assessment Guideline for Making Information Publically Available 

(OEPA 2012c) where required by a condition of MS 981, information and/or documentation 

will be made publicly available to the requirements or satisfaction of the CEO. The use of 

Image’s website is a preferred method for fulfilling these requirements.  
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All CARs will remain on Image’s website (www.imageres.com.au) for the life of the 

Proposal.   

 

A URL link to each CAR uploaded will be sent to the OEPA’s Compliance Branch through 

the compliance@epa.wa.gov.au email address. 

 

The CAR will also be sent (one hard copy and one electronic copy (CD or thumb drive)) to: 

 

 The CEO of the OEPA, c/- The General Manager, Compliance Branch, Locked Bag 

10, EAST PERTH WA 6892; 

 Department of Environment Regulation, Locked Bag 33, Cloisters Square 

PERTH WA 6850: and 

 Department of Parks and Wildlife, Locked Bag 104, Bentley Deliver Centre PERTH 

WA 6983. 

2.4 Table of Contents of Compliance Assessment Reports 

Table 2 outlines the table of contents that will be used in the Project CARs.  The structure 

of the CARs is based on the Department of Environment Regulation’s (DER’s) Draft 

Compliance Monitoring and Reporting – Guidelines for Proponents (DEC 2007).  If a 

change to the CAP is proposed, it will be outlined within the CAR when required. 

 

Table 2 - Proposed CAR Table of Contents 
Heading Description 

1. Executive 
Summary 

A brief overview of the Project’s implementation status and compliance summary. 

 

2. Introduction Introduction to the Project. Include reference to the Ministerial Statement number/s, relevant 
management strategies and the period of time covered by the CAR. 

3. Purpose and 
Scope 

Reasoning behind the development of the CAR and the proposal elements in which it addresses. 

 

4. Current Project 
Status 

Summary of the current implementation status of the Project, specifically any major milestones / 
achievements within the reporting period, having regard to Table 2 in Schedule 1 of MS 981. 

5. Compliance Inclusion of a statement as to whether the Proponent has complied with the conditions of MS 981, 
over the reporting period.  

Include a completed Audit Table and evidence of implementation and compliance with the 
management strategies required by MS 981. 

Identification of all potential non-compliances and a description of the corrective and preventative 
actions taken, including: 

 Copies of any management plans or strategies developed during the reporting period; 

 Copies of any ground disturbance and/or flora and vegetation and/or groundwater 
management records; and 

 Records of any correspondence with DER, OEPA, DoW or DPaW. 

6. Environmental 
Monitoring 

Summary of the environmental monitoring undertaken over the reporting period and provision of 
details regarding any research or studies that were undertaken during the reporting period.  

7. Endorsement Endorsement by Image’s Chief Executive Officer or a person delegated to sign on the Chief 
Executive Officer’s behalf.  

8. Figures Any relevant figures. 

9. References A reference list of any reports or information that has been cited within the CAR.  

10. Appendices Compliance Audit Table for the reporting period. 

http://www.imageres.com.au/
mailto:compliance@epa.wa.gov.au
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2.5 Audit Table 

 
An Audit Table (Appendix B) has been prepared for MS 981 (Appendix A).  The Audit 

Table contains each condition, procedure or commitment separated into audit elements 

for auditing purposes and includes: 

 

 Audit Code: Ministerial Statement reference number; 

 Subject: The environmental subject/issue; 

 Requirement: What the proponent must do; 

 How: The manner in which the requirement must be undertaken / Performance 

Criteria; 

 Evidence: Information or data collected to verify compliance; 

 Phase: Project phase; 

 Timeframe: Specific timing and/or location; 

 Status: Notes on the fulfillment of compliance; and 

 Further Information: Supporting information to verify compliance status. 

 

The Audit Table has been developed in accordance with the OEPA’s Post Assessment 

Guidelines for Preparing an Audit Table (OEPA 2012a). 

 

The Audit Table is only a summary of conditions set out in MS 981 and the Statement 

should be referred to directly for matters requiring additional clarification or information on 

procedural matters. 
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4 GLOSSARY 

Term Meaning 

CAP Compliance Assessment Plan 

CAR Compliance Assessment Report  

CEO The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of the Public Service of the State 
responsible for the administration of section 48 of the Environmental Protection Act 
1986, or his delegate. 

DER Department of Environment Regulation 

DPaW Department of Parks and Wildlife  

EPA Environmental Protection Authority (Western Australia) 

EP Act Environmental Protection Act 1986 

MS 981 Ministerial Statement 981 

OEPA Office of the Environmental Protection Authority (Western Australia) 

The Project The Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine includes conventional open cut dry mining of 
mineral sands and the processing of mined material through primary and secondary 
concentration plants and dry minerals separation.  It also includes the construction and 
operation of associated infrastructure and a modification to the intersection of Brand 
Highway with Wannamal Road West.  The Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine is 
located approximately 12 to 24 kilometres northwest of the Gingin township in Western 
Australia.  

Proposal The documentation submitted to the EPA under Part IV of the EP Act in support of the 
Project. 
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APPENDIX B – Audit Table 



AUDIT TABLE 
PROJECT: Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine 

10/11/15 

 

   

 

Note: 
• Phases that apply in this table = Pre-Construction, Construction, Operation, Decommissioning, Overall (several phases) 
• This Audit Table is a summary and timetable of conditions and commitments applying to this project. Refer to the Ministerial Statement 981 for full detail/precise wording of individual elements. 
• Code prefixes: MS = Minister’s condition; P = Proponent’s commitment;  A =  Audit specification; N = Procedure. 
• Any elements with status = “Audited by proponent only” are legally binding but are not required to be addressed specifically in compliance reports, if complied with. 
• Acronyms list:- Chief Executive Officer - CEO; Department of Parks and Wildlife - DPaW; Environmental Protection Authority - EPA; Environmental Protection Act 1986 – EP Act; Compliance Assessment Report – CAR; Office of the Environmental Protection 

Authority – OEPA; Compliance Assessment Plan – CAP.  

 

Audit 
Code 

Subject 
Requirement How  

Evidence Phase 
Timeframe Status 

Further 
Information 

1 Proposal Implementation 

MS981:1-
1 

Proposal 
Implementation 

1-1: When implementing the proposal, the proponent shall not exceed the authorised extent 

of the proposal as defined in Table 2 in Schedule 1, unless amendments to the proposal 
and the authorised extent of the proposal has been approved under the EP Act.  

Implement proposal as per Table 2 
in Schedule 1, Ministerial Statement 
981. 

Annual Compliance 
Assessment Report 
(CAR). 

Overall. Ongoing.   

2 Contact Details  

MS981:2-
1 

Contact Details 2-1: The proponent shall notify the CEO of any change of its name, physical address or 

postal address for the serving of notices or other correspondence within twenty eight (28) 
days of such change. Where the proponent is a corporation or an association of persons, 
whether incorporated or not, the postal address is that of the principal place of business or 
of the principal office in the State. 

Notify the CEO of any change in 
name or address. 

Letter of notification.  Overall. Ongoing.    

3 Time Limit for Proposal Implementation  

MS981:3-
1 

Time Limit for 
Proposal 
Implementation  

3-1: The proponent shall not commence implementation of the proposal after the expiration 

of five (5) years from the date of this Statement, and any commencement, within this five 
(5) year period, must be substantial.  

Project implementation to 
substantially commence before 22 
August 2019. 

Letter of notification. Construction After 22 August 2019.    

MS981:3-
2 

Time Limit for 
Proposal 
Implementation  

3-2: Any commencement of implementation of the proposal, within five (5) years from the 

date of this Statement, must be demonstrated as substantial by providing the CEO with 
written evidence, on or before the expiration of five (5) years from the date of this 
Statement.  

Notify the CEO in writing that the 
Proposal has substantially 
commenced.  

Letter of notification. Construction Prior to 22 August 2019.   

4 Compliance Reporting  

MS981:4-
1 

Compliance 
Reporting  

4-1: The proponent shall prepare and maintain a Compliance Assessment Plan to the 

satisfaction of the CEO.  
Prepare and submit a Compliance 
Assessment Plan (CAP) for 
approval by the CEO.  

Approved CAP. 
Correspondence with 
the OEPA. 

Overall Ongoing   

MS981:4-
2 

Compliance 
Reporting  

4-2: The proponent shall submit to the CEO the Compliance Assessment Plan required by 

condition 4-1 at least six (6) months prior to the first Compliance Assessment Report 
required by condition 4-6, or prior to implementation, whichever is sooner. The Compliance 
Assessment Plan shall indicate:  

(1) the frequency of compliance reporting;  
(2) the approach and timing of compliance assessments;  
(3) the retention of compliance assessments;  
(4) the method of reporting of potential non-compliances and corrective actions 

taken;  
(5) the table of contents of Compliance Assessment Reports; and  
(6) public availability of Compliance Assessment Reports.  

Prepare CAP and submit to the 
CEO in accordance with Condition 
4-2.  

Delivery receipt of 
submission of CAP to 
the CEO. 

Pre-construction Before 22 May 2015 (as per 
Condition 4-2). 

  

MS981:4-
3 

Compliance 
Reporting  

4-3: The proponent shall assess compliance with conditions in accordance with the 

Compliance Assessment Plan required by condition 4-1.  
Assess compliance in accordance 
with CAP. 

CAR. Overall Ongoing   

MS981:4-
4 

Compliance 
Reporting  

4-4: The proponent shall retain reports of all compliance assessments described in the 

Compliance Assessment Plan required by condition 4-1 and shall make those reports 
available when requested by the CEO.  

Retain copies of all compliance 
assessments and make copies 
available to the CEO on request.   

Records present in 
document control 
system.  

Overall Ongoing   

MS981:4-
5 

Compliance 
Reporting  

4-5: The proponent shall advise the CEO of any potential non-compliance within seven (7) 

days of that non-compliance being known.  
Notify the CEO of any potential non-
compliance.  

Correspondence to 
CEO of OEPA.  

Overall Ongoing and within seven (7) 
days of a potential non-
compliance being known. 

  

MS981:4-
6 

Compliance 
Reporting 

4-6: The proponent shall submit to the CEO the first Compliance Assessment Report fifteen 

(15) months from the date of issue of this Statement addressing the twelve (12) month 
period from the date of issue of this Statement and then annually from the date of 
submission of the first Compliance Assessment Report, or as agreed by the CEO.  

Submit CARs to the CEO that are 
compliant with the requirements of 
Condition 4-6.  

Submitted CAR. 

Delivery receipt for 
submission to CEO. 

CAR contains all 

Overall The first CAR is due prior to 22 
November 2015 and annually 
thereafter.  
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Audit 
Code 

Subject 
Requirement How  

Evidence Phase 
Timeframe Status 

Further 
Information 

The Compliance Assessment Report shall:  

(1) be endorsed by the proponent’s CEO or a person delegated to sign on the 
CEO’s behalf;  

(2) include a statement as to whether the proponent has complied with the 
conditions;  

(3) identify all potential non-compliances and describe corrective and 
preventative actions taken;  

(4) be made publicly available in accordance with the approved Compliance 
Assessment Plan; and  

(5) indicate any proposed changes to the Compliance Assessment Plan required 
by condition 4-1.  

 

required information 
listed in Condition 4-6.  

5 Public Availability of Data  

MS981:5-
1 

Public 
Availability of 
Data  

5-1: Subject to condition 5-2, within a reasonable time period approved by the CEO of the 

issue of this Statement and for the remainder of the life of the proposal the proponent shall 
make publicly available, in a manner approved by the CEO, all validated environmental 
data (including sampling design, sampling methodologies, empirical data and derived 
information products (e.g. maps)) relevant to the assessment of this proposal and 
implementation of this Statement.  

Make all validated environmental 
data publically available. 

Seek approval from the CEO for 
proposed method and reasonable 
time period.   

Data publically 
available. 

 

Overall Within a reasonable time period 
approved by the CEO and for the 
life of the proposal. 

  

MS981:5-
2 

Public 
Availability of 
Data  

5-2: If any data referred to in condition 5-1 contains particulars of:  

(1) a secret formula or process; or  
(2) confidential commercially sensitive information;  

the proponent may submit a request for approval from the CEO to not make this data 
publicly available. In making such a request the proponent shall provide the CEO with an 
explanation and reasons why the data should not be made publicly available. 

Submit request to the CEO if 
required.   

Correspondence to/from 
CEO. 

Overall Ongoing.    

6 Flora and Vegetation in Nature Reserves  

MS981:6-
1 

Flora and 
Vegetation in 
Nature 
Reserves 

6-1: The proponent shall ensure that groundwater dewatering and abstraction associated 

with the activities does not cause any loss or degradation of defined environmental values 
within Bartlett’s Well and Boonanarring Nature Reserves and that no mining or excavation 
is undertaken within 50 metres from the development envelope boundary that is located 
adjacent to the Nature Reserves as shown in Figure 2 and delineated by the coordinates 
specified in Table 4 of Schedule 3. 

Implement the Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan 
required by Condition 6-2. 

CAR contains audit of 
compliance with the 
Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring 
and Response Plan. 

Overall Ongoing.   

MS981:6-
2 

Flora and 
Vegetation in 
Nature 
Reserves  

6-2: The proponent shall prepare a Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater 

Monitoring and Response Plan to the requirements of the CEO on the advice from the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW), as part of the proposal’s Water Resource 
Operating Strategy to be approved by the DoW. The Nature Reserve Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan shall:  

(1) identify the environmental values to be protected;  
(2) when implemented, substantiate whether condition 6-1 is being met;  
(3) identify the location of monitoring and control sites;  
(4) detail the design of a survey to acquire baseline data from the monitoring and 

control sites;  
(5) detail the proposed monitoring methodology;  
(6) detail the proposed frequency and timing of monitoring;  
(7) identify criteria to trigger implementation of management responses and 

contingency measures to prevent loss or degradation of the defined 
environmental values within the Bartlett’s Well and Boonanarring Nature 
Reserves; and  

(8) identify further management responses and contingency measures to be 
implemented in the event that the criteria identified required by condition 6-
2(7) have been reached.  

Prepare and submit a Nature 
Reserve Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan the CEO that 
includes all information required by 
Condition 6-2.  

Obtain CEO approval for the Nature 
Reserve Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan. 

The Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring 
and Response Plan 
contains all information 
required by Condition 6-
2. 

CEO approval 
correspondence.  

Pre-Construction Prior to the commencement of 
groundwater dewatering and/or 
abstraction associated with the 
proposal (as per Condition 6-3). 

  

MS981:6-
3 

Flora and 
Vegetation in 
Nature 
Reserves  

6-3: Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction associated 

with the proposal, the proponent shall commence monitoring in accordance with the Nature 
Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan required by condition 
6-2 and continue implementation until otherwise agreed by the CEO. 

Implement the monitoring in 
accordance with the Nature 
Reserve Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan (as per Condition 6-
2).  

Monitoring data. 

CAR to include audit of 
compliance with the 
Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring 

Overall Prior to the commencement of 
groundwater dewatering and/or 
abstraction associated with the 
proposal (as per Condition 6-3) 
and until otherwise agreed by the 
CEO. 

  



AUDIT TABLE 
PROJECT: Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine 

10/11/15 

 

   

Audit 
Code 

Subject 
Requirement How  

Evidence Phase 
Timeframe Status 

Further 
Information 

and Response Plan. 

MS981:6-
4 

Flora and 
Vegetation in 
Nature 
Reserves  

6-4: Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction associated 

with the proposal, the proponent shall provide the baseline data results required by 
condition 6-2(4) and 6-3 to the CEO. 

Prepare and submit to the CEO, the 
baseline data results required by 
condition 6-2(4) and 6-3. 

 

Submitted baseline data 
compliant with the 
Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring 
and Response Plan. 

Pre-Construction Prior to the commencement of 
groundwater dewatering and/or 
abstraction associated with the 
proposal (as per Condition 6-3). 

  

MS981:6-
5 

Flora and 
Vegetation in 
Nature 
Reserves  

6-5: In the event that monitoring required by condition 6-3 indicates criteria required by 

condition 6-2(7) have been reached the proponent shall:  

(1) immediately implement management and/or contingency measures identified 
by condition 6-2(8) and continue implementation until the criteria are being 
met, or until otherwise agreed by the CEO;  

(2) investigate to determine the likely cause of the criteria being reached; and  
(3) submit details of management and/or contingency measures implemented as 

required by condition 6-5(1) and the findings of the investigation required by 
condition 6-5(2) to the CEO and DPaW within 21 days of identification that the 
criteria have been reached.  

Implement management and/or 
contingency measures identified by 
condition 6-2(8) and continue 
implementation until the criteria are 
being met, or until otherwise agreed 
by the CEO. 

Letter of notification to the CEO and 
DPaW detailing the management 
and/or contingency measures 
implemented as required by 
condition 6-5(1) and the findings of 
the investigation required by 
condition 6-5(2). 

 

Monitoring data. 

Evidence and records of 
implementation of 
management and/or 
contingency measures. 

Investigation report. 

Notification letter to 
CEO and DPaW that 
criteria have been 
reached. 

Evidence that the 
criteria has been met or 
letter from CEO that 
management or 
contingency measures 
are no longer required. 

 

Overall Following commencement of 
groundwater dewatering and/or 
abstraction associated with the 
proposal. 

  

MS981:6-
6 

Flora and 
Vegetation in 
Nature 
Reserves  

6-6: The proponent may review and revise the Nature Reserve Vegetation and 

Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan to the requirements of the CEO on the advice 
of the DPaW. 

Review and revise the Nature 
Reserve Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan.  

Letter of notification to 
the CEO stating that the 
Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring 
and Response Plan has 
been reviewed / revised. 

Revised Plan. 

Correspondence from 
the CEO accepting the 
revised plan. 

Overall Ongoing   

MS981:6-
7 

Flora and 
Vegetation in 
Nature 
Reserves  

6-7: The proponent shall review and revise the Nature Reserve Vegetation and 

Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan as and when directed by the CEO. 
Review and revise the Nature 
Reserve Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan. 

Letter from the CEO 
directing that the Plan 
be reviewed and 
revised. 

Revised Plan. 

Correspondence from 
the CEO accepting the 
revised plan.  

Overall Ongoing   

MS981:6-
8 

Flora and 
Vegetation in 
Nature 
Reserves  

6-8: The proponent shall implement the latest approved revision of the Nature Reserve 

Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan. 
Implement the latest approved 
revision of the Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan 
required by Condition 6-2. 

Letter of acceptance of 
revised plan by CEO. 

CAR to include audit of 
compliance with the 
Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring 
and Response Plan. 

Overall Ongoing   
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Audit 
Code 

Subject 
Requirement How  

Evidence Phase 
Timeframe Status 

Further 
Information 

7 Groundwater Quantity and Quality  

MS981:7-
1 

Groundwater 
Quantity and 
Quality  

7-1: The proponent shall ensure that groundwater dewatering and abstraction associated 

with the proposal does not cause any loss of environmental values to the Collard wetland 
as shown in Figure 3, and does not result in drawdown of the groundwater level relative to 
the seasonal baseline by more than 0.5 metres at the monitoring site as shown in Figure 3 
and delineated by the coordinates specified in Table 5 of Schedule 3. 

Implement the Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan required by 
Condition 7-2. 

CAR contains audit of 
compliance with the 
Groundwater Monitoring 
Plan.  

Overall Ongoing    

MS981:7-
2 

Groundwater 
Quantity and 
Quality  

7-2: The proponent shall prepare a Groundwater Monitoring Plan to the requirements of the 

CEO, for inclusion in the Water Resource Operating Strategy to be approved by the DoW. 
The Groundwater Monitoring Plan shall:  

(1) when implemented, substantiate whether condition 7-1 is being met;  
(2) detail the design of a survey to acquire baseline groundwater levels at the 

monitoring site as shown in Figure 3 and delineated by the coordinates 
specified in Table 5 of Schedule 3;  

(3) detail the proposed monitoring methodology at locations the monitoring site 
as shown in Figure 3 and delineated by the coordinates specified in Table 5 of 
Schedule 3;  

(4) detail the proposed frequency and timing of monitoring at the monitoring site 
as shown in Figure 3 and delineated by the coordinates specified in Table 5 of 
Schedule 3;  

(5) identify criteria to trigger implementation of management and/or contingency 
measures to prevent the lowering of the baseline groundwater level, required 
by condition 7-2(2), by more than 0.5 metres; and  

(6) identify and test management and/or contingency measures to be 
implemented in the event that criteria identified required by condition 7-2(5) 
have been reached.  

Prepare and submit a Nature 
Reserve Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan the CEO that 
includes all information required by 
Condition 6-2.  

Obtain CEO approval for the Nature 
Reserve Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Response Plan. 

The Nature Reserve 
Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring 
and Response Plan 
contains all information 
required by Condition 6-
2. 

CEO approval 
correspondence.  

Pre-Construction Prior to the commencement of 
groundwater dewatering and/or 
abstraction (as per Condition 7-
3). 

  

MS981:7-
3 

Groundwater 
Quantity and 
Quality  

7-3: Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction the 

proponent shall commence monitoring in accordance with the Groundwater Monitoring Plan 
required by condition 7-2 and continue implementation until otherwise agreed by the CEO. 

Implement the monitoring in 
accordance with the Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan (as per Condition 7-
2).  

Monitoring data. 

CAR to include audit of 
compliance with the 
Groundwater Monitoring 
Plan. 

Overall Prior to the commencement of 
groundwater dewatering and/or 
abstraction (as per Condition 7-3) 
and until otherwise agreed by the 
CEO. 

  

MS981:7-
4 

Groundwater 
Quantity and 
Quality  

7-4: Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction associated 

with the proposal, the proponent shall provide the baseline data results required by 
condition 7-2(2) and 7-3 to the CEO. 

Prepare and submit to the CEO, the 
baseline data results required by 
condition 6-2(4) and 6-3. 

 

Submitted monitoring 
data. 

CAR to include audit of 
compliance with the 
Groundwater Monitoring 
Plan. 

Pre-Construction Prior to the commencement of 
groundwater dewatering and/or 
abstraction (as per Condition 7-
3). 

  

MS981:7-
5 

Groundwater 
Quantity and 
Quality  

7-5: In the event that monitoring required by condition 7-3 indicates criteria required by 

condition 7-2(5) have been reached the proponent shall:  

(1) immediately implement management and/or contingency measures identified 
by condition 7-2(5) and continue implementation until the criteria are being 
met, or until otherwise agreed by the CEO;  

(2) investigate to determine the likely cause of the criteria being reached; and  
(3) submit details of management and/or contingency measures implemented as 

required by condition 7-5(1) and the findings of the investigation required by 
condition7-5(2) to the CEO within 21 days of identification that the criteria 
have been reached/exceeded.  

Implement management and/or 
contingency measures identified by 
condition 7-2(8) and continue 
implementation until the criteria are 
being met, or until otherwise agreed 
by the CEO. 

Letter of notification to the CEO and 
DPaW detailing the management 
and/or contingency measures 
implemented as required by 
condition 7-5(1) and the findings of 
the investigation required by 
condition 7-5(2). 

 

Monitoring data. 

Evidence and records of 
implementation of 
management and/or 
contingency measures. 

Investigation report. 

Notification letter to 
CEO and DPaW that 
criteria have been 
reached. 

Evidence that the 
criteria are being met or 
letter from CEO that 
management or 
contingency measures 
are no longer required. 

Overall Following commencement of 
groundwater dewatering and/or 
abstraction associated with the 
proposal. 

  

MS981:7-
6 

Groundwater 
Quantity and 
Quality  

7-6: The proponent may review and revise the Groundwater Monitoring Plan to the 

requirements of the CEO. 

  

Review and revise the Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan 

Letter of notification to 
the CEO stating that the 
Groundwater Monitoring 
Plan has been reviewed 
/ revised. 

Overall Ongoing  
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Further 
Information 

Revised Plan. 

Correspondence from 
the CEO accepting the 
revised plan. 

 

MS981:7-
7 

Groundwater 
Quantity and 
Quality  

7-7: The proponent shall review and revise the Groundwater Monitoring Plan as and when 

directed by the CEO. 
Review and revise the Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan.  

Letter from the CEO 
directing that the Plan 
be reviewed and 
revised. 

Revised Plan. 

Correspondence from 
the CEO accepting the 
revised plan.  

Overall Ongoing   

MS981:7-
8 

Groundwater 
Quantity and 
Quality  

7-8: The proponent shall implement the latest approved revision of the Groundwater 

Monitoring Plan. 
Implement the latest approved 
revision of the Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan required by 
Condition 6-2. 

Letter of acceptance of 
revised plan by CEO. 

CAR to include audit of 
compliance with the 
Groundwater Monitoring 
Plan. 

Overall Ongoing   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


